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 ˅Next Meetings:    

 Tuesday 4th November 

        Guest Speaker 

        Steve Peach, well known fly fisher and fly tyer 

         

   7:30pm Collegians, North Wollongong. 

        

˅ Casting Practice:  

 Sunday 9th November 

 9 am 

 Towradgi Reserve, Towradgi 

 

Trips 

 

 

 

NB: club memberships now due 

 

 Christmas lunch and presentation - Saturday, Decem-

ber 6 (date to be confirmed); NO meeting in December.  

        

Club trip TBA 

> Southern Bass Invitational, Bendeela camp ground, Nov 7-
9th. Check Southern Bass facebook for details. 
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Club meeting October 

Fishing Report ð Club Meeting 7th October 2025 

Peter Henderson fished in Malaysia recently and fished for Snakehead. 
Evidently, they are not easy to catch as one has to be absolutely accu-
rate in casting, getting the fly within inches of the fish to achieve a 
take. If anyone is going to succeed here itõs Peter, and he did so with 
fish in the 6-7kg range. Chasing Sailfish was also in the agenda but 
this is notoriously difficult, and he didnõt manage to get any to the 
back of the boat. Peter also visited Slovenia where he caught up with 
Paul Steffen, though they didnõt have the opportunity to fish together. 
Peter did get out a few times the best day catching both rainbow and 
marbled trout on streamers. 

Nigel Pennington was also overseas, in Japan. Here he tried his hand 
at tenkara fishing managing to catch only minnows. Nevertheless, a 
fish is a fish! 

Mike Smith fished the Hawkesbury for bass, landing one fish. 

Grant Hilder fished Minnamurra for small salmon, tailor, trevally and lu-
derick. Seems like a great session. 

Trent Milne fished Ogilvieõs Creek, but the fish were pretty scarce. 
Having walked well downstream from the crossing he managed only 
one rainbow on fishing back up to the road. 

Mike Parkinson had a few weeks on the North Coast, at Ballina and 
Brunswick Heads. In his usual style he spent many days chasing flat-
head, with several successful sessions, which meant some tasty din-
ners. Biggest fish was 47cm. Luderick were a different story with no 
interest shown in the weed fly 
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Club meeting october 
 

Sydney fishing identity Royce Shanks gave a presentation on fishing for luderick 
with weed flies. 

Roy described how his grandfather and father had passed down traditional Luder-
ick fishing skills. He then, as an accomplished Trout Fisher and fly tier tried tying 
weed Flies and somewhat to his surprise they worked. 
The technique that he has evolved over the years is to fish shallow with an Oros 
indicator, or in deeper water the NZ wool indicator. He uses 8 pound fluorocarbon 
leader almost exclusively and size 6 or 8 Gamatsku pannies/ bonefish hooks in 
short shank only. Pohu hooks are also good. Black or green are fine. Flies are tied 
short to the shank (to combat short bites).He weights the leader more than Flies 
but uses a tungsten bead head for deep fast water only(see photos). He allows 
roughly 10 to 12 inches from the sinker to the fly. In fishing a heavy wash, he will 
fish no indicator and a beadhead fly as they tend to get smashed. In terms of 
depth he is generally trying to have the fly 18 inches to 2 feet off the bottom. 
Other comments included that on some days Luderick will only take the fly and 
other days they will only take a weed bait. You will hook black drummer (a.k.a. 
pigs) especially on the brown/ black weed Flies but good luck with landing those 
on a fly rod, as the bend is enough for them to reach holes and crevices. 
Royce recommends using weed and fine sand where practical. 
Reliable spots include the following 
Mouth of the snowy river for big fish 
Sussex Inlet around the Badgie lagoon 
Currambene creek 
Bass Point 
Kurnell around the shallows, burley them out of the weed beds. 
Seasonally the larger Luderick tend to head out to the ocean for breeding, but the 
fish can be anywhere that there is a decent structure or weed beds in rivers lakes 
or around around Rocky headlands where thereõs weed growth. 
A further tip is to try adding aniseed/ fennel to burley or even to flavour the fly or 
bait. 
Finally he reminded us all that Luderick are a very fine eating fish when bled and 
filleted all cleaned quickly after capture. Excellent bread crumbed or in other reci-
pes! 
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Club meeting  October 

 

Fly Tying monthly comp 

Winning flies were 1st Peter Henderson, 2nd Michael Parkinson and 
3rd Barry Gentle.  

 

 

  

 

Casting Results. 
Accuracy ð  1st    Peter Henderson with 31 points,  2nd  Neil Nelson 
with 28 points and 3rd Mark West with 21 points. 
  
Distance - 1st   Peter Henderson with 35 metres, 2nd  Neil Nelson 
with  25.5 metres and 3rd Tony Jokela with 25 metres. 
  
There were a total of 8 attendees on the day, 7 participating in the 
comp. 
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October/ November 

Early reports indicated a particularly slow start to the season, in riv-
ers and lakes. Glenn and Pam fished the Eucumbene pretty intensive-
ly on the opening weekend, and only finally found fish up on the Goo-
barragandra. Various social media posts seemed to confirm this, 
though in the last week of October some better reports from Lake 
eucumbene were encouraging, with god fish finally moving into the 
flooding margins. The lake however is rising because Tantangara has 
ben progressively emptied by the Snowy authorities project, along 
with the green algae which despoiled that Lake last summer. This 
could become a concern as the surface of Eucumbene rises. 

I understand that Neil and Mike P. caught a few decent fish on a Cen-
tral West trip (Cox river?). 

Neil has reports of a slow start to the NZ season also, but primarily 
because of floods. 
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FISHING REPORT ð  

On 21 September I had the pleasure of a guided day on Sloveniaõs Sava bohinjka river south 

west of Lake Bled with Jure Cotic of Cotic Fly Fishing in Ljubljana.  Jureõs intention 

had been to target the western Adriatic basin rivers including the mighty Soca, however 

late season fishing pressure on these rivers (including realtime knowledge of permit/

licence numbers issued for that day), unfortunately ruled that out. Peter Henderson can at-

test to this situation, and Jure strongly believes that a reduction in daily permit numbers 

will need to be introduced in the near future to save Sloveniaõs great fly fishing experience. 

The Sava bohinjka was running a little higher and faster than Jure preferred which made 

for a fairly hard day, but we persevered nonetheless.  Fished at three separate close loca-

tions over about 6 hours and happy to say I finished the day with a Brown, five Rainbows 

and no drops!  Initially fished nymph below indicator, then streamers (including on a sink 

tip leader) and finally he introduced me to Euro nymphing on an 11õ 

rod with which I caught the last two Rainbows.  Casting this last rig certainly took some 

getting used to with the soft rod action and the particular line in use - single diameter/no 

shooting head. 

All in all a great experience for me with a very knowledgeable and patient mentor.  Lost 

track of how many fly changes he made throughout the day, not counting clearing the odd 

Steffen tangle!  Neil and others had whet my appetite for the location and it certainly 

proved to be a special place in so many ways.  The clarity of the water is amazing and your 

literally seeing fish in numbers to try and entice to take a bite. 

Would go back in a heartbeat!  Happy to share Jureõs details if your interested. 

Paul Steffen 
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Fishing reports 
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 Photos from the Pilbara Region on a recent trip. All caught on 9wt 
rods  

Joe Manzanao 
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The Bass are around not really overly active on top water yet - little one out 
of Jamberoo  
Trout very poor in the Central west 
Grant Hilder (21/!0) 
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My most memorable fish:: Neil Nelson 

Most Memorable Fish 

So what constitutes a òmost memorable fish? 

Is it the size of the fish, the species or the number of fish caught, the location, the 
weather (good or bad), the company you kept on that particular day or some other 
criteria only known, or appreciated, by you? 

If you have been fly fishing for a number of years you would certainly have experi-
enced a number of òmost memorable fishó moments and the same is true of myself. 
Unfortunately those moments from earlier in my fly fishing quest are long gone 
from the memory bank and whilst photos relive the fish itself, the circumstances of 
their capture have long since faded into personal history. 

So instead of the Editorõs request for òmost memorable fishó experiences for inclu-
sion in the newsletter, Iõve turned the request a little on its side and relate a most 
memorable recent fish capture. 

During this past 2024/2025 season, my friend David Screen from Lakeside Fly Fish-
ing Club and I were fishing in Southland, New Zealand, just after Christmas. We 
were fishing a delightful little stream (pictured below) lined now and again with 
stands of beech trees interspersed with open pasture and although water levels 
were low, the water was wonderfully clear and had that lovely typical New Zealand 
aquamarine hue. 

Earlier on this particular day we were no more than fifty metres from the car when 
David had fished to a good fish in the four to five pound range, but having made our 
acquaintance with this resident fish on previous occasions, òNemesisó as he be-
came known, had rejected a number of Davidõs offerings. 

Undaunted we moved upstream through the beech trees and in the process I 
caught a four pound fish that could equally have been included here, such was the 
circumstances of its capture and the location that David and I were in. Nonethe-
less, we reached a section of the stream that was perhaps fifty metres long, shal-
low and gravely against the left hand bank for most of its length with a deeper 
channel along the right hand bank; at the head of this section was a lovely small 
run that emptied into a small pool perhaps several dining tables in area. 

With his great fish sighting eyes, David saw the fish first. Unconcerned, it was right 
where it should have been, in the pool immediately below the small run and swing-
ing from side-to-side or dropping back a metre or two to lazily take something sub-
surface. To the both of us, this fish was an òabsolute sitteró. 

Well those words quickly ran hollow as David and I exchanged opportunities to cast 
to the fish. Time and time again we changed angler, changed flies, changed casting 
angles, changed tippet sizes and changed expletives, all to no avail. Despite the 
countless casts, countless fly changes and hours spent on this òabsolute sitteró, 
the fish remained calm and kept feeding, leading to obvious frustration on the part 
of both David and I. 

With time running out, with our fly patches chock-a-block full of ignored flies and 
with frustration running high, we made the call to call it a day. This fish was just 
not going to eat! 
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My most memorable fish: Neil Nelson 

As I happened to be in the water at the time of the call, I called the last cast for the 
day and as with all the countless previous casts made by the both of us, we knew 
where it needed to go to cover the fish. Unfortunately despite a good cast, the fly 
ran through the drift and bobbed motionless in the ripples of quieter water below 
and so that was that for the day! I lifted the rod tip and started to slowly take in 
line when BANG, this fish that we had spent hours on and had ignored all those dif-
ferent flies and presentations had, for some unknown reason, come from absolute 
nowhere and hammered the slowly stripped fly. 

We laughed like school kids at what had just happenedéhand shakes, back slaps 
and more good natured expletives, but that, my friends, is what fly fishing is all 
about! 

(Editors note_ I have decided to allow this outrageous departure from editorial 
guidelines because it seems cloe enough, and it may well be asfar back as Neils 
memory goes. Should I give him another bite of the cherry?) 
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Fly Tying Competition - 2025/26  (images may not same as video channels) 

 February March April 

    

 Fly: Clouser Minnow 

Channel: 5ŀǾƛŜ aŎtƘŀƛƭΦ  

Fly: aǳȊ ²ƛƭǎƻƴǎ ²ŜŜ /ǊŜŜƪ 

IƻǇǇŜǊ  

/ƘŀƴƴŜƭΥ {ǘŜǾŜ 5ŀƛƭȅ  

Channel {ǘŜǾŜ 5ŀƛƭȅΦ  

APRIL - Damsel Fly Nymph. 
Channel: Steve Cullen Fly Fishing 

and Fly Tying. 

May June July August 

    

  Sedge Hog. 
Channel: The Feather Bender, 

Barry Ord Clark. 

Jig Streamer. 
Channel: Fulling Mill Fly Fishing: 

Tying George Daniels Polar Jig 

Streamer. 

Bass Vampire. 
Channel: Hooked on Flies Aus-

trali 

Sparkle Dun. 
Channel: Savage Flies. 

September October November December 

    

Christmas Island Special. 

Channel: InTheRifle. 

Pheasant Tail Nymph. 
Channel: The Feather Bender, 

Barry Ord Clark. 

Possum Emerger. 
Channel: Tom Jarmen Fishing 

Parachute Adams. 
Channel: McFly Angler. 
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November 2025 Competition Fly. 

. 

                          Possum       Emerger 
 

Channel: Tom Jarmen Fishing 
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Month Date Activity Location Time Contact  Number 

February 

3rd 

4th 

9th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

aŀǊŎƘ 

оǊŘ 

пǘƘ 

фǘƘ 

 

aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ aŜŜǝƴƎ - !ƭƭ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

/ƭǳō aŜŜǝƴƎΦ 

/ŀǎǝƴƎ /ƭƛƴƛŎ 

½ƻƻƳ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎƛŀƴǎ 

¢ƻǿǊŀŘƎƛ tŀǊƪ 

тΥолǇƳ 

тΥолǇƳ 

млΥллŀƳ 

bŜƛƭ 

 

tŜǘŜǊ 

лпму нру мпс 

 

лпму фрс слс 

April 

1st 

2nd 

6th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

May 

5th 

6th 

11th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

June 

2nd 

3rd 

8th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

July 

1st 

2nd 

8th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:00pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

August  

4th 

5th 

10th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

September 

1st 

2nd 

7th 

 

 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Annual General Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

October 

6th 

7th 

12th 

 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

November 

3rd 

4th 

9th 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Club Meeting 

Casting Clinic 

Zoom 

Collegians 

Towradgi Park 

7:30pm 

7:30pm 

10:00am 

Neil 

 

Peter 

0418 258 146 

 

0418 956 606 

December 

 

TBA 

Management Meeting - All Welcome 

Christmas Function 

Zoom 

TBA 

7:30pm 

12:00pm 

Neil 0418 258 146 
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2025 Events Calendar. 
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Committee Members 2024/ 25 

President: Neil Nelson. Vice President: Peter  

Henderson 

Treasurer: Barry Gentle. Secretary: Michael Parkinson. 

Newsletter Editor : 

Nigel Pennington 

Raffles: Malcolm Lowe. 

Largest Fish Co-ordinator: 
Phil OôBrien. 

Casting Co-Ordinator: 

Peter Fragiacomo. 
Gary Hickson. 
Webmaster & Public Officer: 

Instagram: Joe Manzano. Facebook: Liam Harding 

Librarian ;and flytying co-

ordinator: Ken Gordon 


