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A beautiful section of the Swampy visited by Gary Wade  

FISHING REPORTS  

GARY WADE was recently at the swampy and here is what he has to say about this trip 

L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ Ŧƭȅ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ έ ŦƭǳŦŦ ŎƘǳŎƪŜǊΩǎέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ 

the superb fly fishing streams and creeks down around Corryong and Towong at the head waters of the Murray 

River. 

The names of the Indi, the Mitta Mitta and Swampy Plains conjure up virtual fly fishing utopia but owing to previous 

experiences by land owners down in that area, of hooligans in their 4wds cutting up paddocks and terrorising cattle 

etc, that these days, they have bluntly denied any access to these pristine waters. 

To digress, I recently travelled to Albury to follow up on a few leads I had established to suss out and hopefully, buy 

some more Aussie timbers lures for my growing lure collection and of course visit the renowned wineries around the 

Rutherglen area. I headed off to with thoughts of some nice reds and some nicer lures coming my way and a few 

days of R&R. 

Meeting up with mate Tim and my lure trading contacts, the topic of fishing came up and I was casually asked if I was 

a trout chaser or could I fly fish and had I heard of Swampy Plains and the Indi River. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ΨŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΩ ƛǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ 

A quick sort of some rods and spinning reels and then a few phone calls to the right people and 3 of us were soon 

heading to Corryong with my mind totally free of red wine or timber lures. 

We met as arranged with local farm supply businessman I shall call Darryl. Now this Darryl is a contractor who 

supplies all and sundry to many of the pristine dairy farms along those iconic and near mythic streams and he knew 

the right people to grant us permission.  



Driving thru some 10 or a dozen gates, we finally arrived at this not too shabby section of Swampy Plains  (refer to 

above photo) 

Much to my surprise, Darryl handed me his treasured Loomis #4 and a tobacco tin of weird n crazy looking bits of fur 

n feather ς and here I was thinking I would be chucking a few tassys or celtas around. 

Darryl and 2 guys headed down stream and Tim ŀƴŘ L ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǳǇ ōǳǘ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

the first 30 minutes but was content to just be there doing a reality check and watching Tim flog the water to foam 

with all manner of spinners and minnows. 

A few whoop whoops from Tim saw him into a nice brown that was quickly released with a second kept. 

  

  We talked and walked and rounded another upstream bend where white moths were being taken off the surface 

with probably 20 to 30 fish working the hatch ς a sight to behold. 

 

 

The next creek bend saw even more rises and this time I stayed out of the water and eventually cracked it for a small 

wild brown trout - on borrowed gear and on a shabby fly but I WAS ON THE SWAMPY. 

Wearing a pair of borrowed waders 

(with holes), I waded out as far as I 

was game as the rises, the sips and 

slurping were on the far side under 

some willows. I tried unsuccessfully 

for probably 20 minutes to entice a 

take and bemoaning where was my 

own dry fly box with perfect white 

moths down to size 18 ????? ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

right, back home in Shellharbour.  

 



   

They say that once you get that first fish, the rest come easy and this was sort of the case as several more  fell to that 

ǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ  ƴƻǿ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ΨǇƻƻƭ ǊƻƻƳΩ 

 

I guess if I had planned such a trip, I would have taken heaps of unnecessary gear, would have lost sleep and worried 

about the snakes and the weather, but I will go back.      

Thanks Gary for another great read.  Some beautiful spots. 

MITCH THORNTON  fished the Hinchinbrook Challenge in FNQ. There were 25 teams of 2 anglers. Mitch fished 

with his mate Evan and they had lots of fun fishing for a variety of fish and habitats. The pair finished 9th in the teams 

event and Mitch finished 16th in the individual event. There were 7 targeted species ς Barramundi; Mangrove Jack; 

Trevally; Queenfish; Estuary Cod; Tarpon; Flathead. Mitch caught 5 of these species. Brad Morris caught all 7 which is 

ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ aƛǘŎƘΩǎ ōŜst fly was a black Barra Bunny cast into the snags. Golden 

Trevally and Permit were difficult to find and catch. The point system used for the comp was 1 point per cm of the 

ŦƛǎƘΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ DƻƭŘŜƴ ¢ǊŜǾŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ tŜǊƳƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ мл Ȅ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

these you could possibly win the comp on one fish! 

Mitch after the comp travelled south near Townsville and found a spot that produced good numbers of Golden 

Trevally up to 85cm. 

GARY BATEY caught a Finger Mark and a small cobia on a recent trip to 1770. 


